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DIRECTOR’S 
FOREWORD
During my five years as Director of Confucius Institute at UNSW Sydney, 
I have had the great privilege of being at the forefront of significant 
and wide-ranging impact in the Australia-China space. Arriving at our 
seventh year in operation, we have continued to strive towards our goal 
of bridging Australia and China through language, culture and corporate 
leadership in 2017.

The Confucius Institute has made significant achievements this past 
year both in developing new initiatives and programs, and building upon 
those that are already existing. We look forward to furthering our positive 
impact within the Sydney community in 2018.

Laurie Pearcey
Director, Confucius Institute at UNSW Sydney
Pro Vice-Chancellor, International at UNSW Sydney
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Our principle focus at the Confucius Institute at UNSW Sydney is to 
bridge Australia and China through language, culture and corporate 
leadership. We provide thought leadership to corporate Australia on the 
Chinese economy and actively engage in public dialogue regarding the 
Sino-Australian diplomatic and economic relationship. We are firmly 
grounded in our belief in China as a transformative power for Australia, 
and as such provide opportunities for young people and businesses to 
connect with and understand China. We have built strong foundations 
in both teaching Mandarin and promoting Chinese culture to students 
and members of the wider community. We also specialise in executive 
education, offering Chinese language and culture tutoring to senior 
managers from leading Australian and multinational corporations.

Our flagship programs and initiatives include:
• Chinese Corner
• Shanghai Study Tour
• Young Leaders to China Tour
• Scholarship Program
• Chinese Language Courses
• Chinese for Business

OUR 
FOCUS

Confucius Institute at UNSW Sydney 
2017 Annual Report





2017 
HIGHLIGHTS

Confucius Institute at UNSW Sydney 
2017 Annual Report

Young Leaders to China: Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program

On July 2 to 15, the Confucius Institute launched the inaugural “Young Leaders to 
China—Innovation and Entrepreneurship” program, a tour which took 35 young 
entrepreneurs and start-up founders to China. Participants were nominated by 
two Confucius Institutes in Australia and three in the US.

The Confucius Institute at UNSW received overwhelming interest in the program 
with over 90 applications submitted. The panel identified the 9 strongest can-
didates to participate in the program, and they joined 26 other young entrepre-
neurs from across Australia and the United States.

Organised in collaboration with Confucius Institute Headquarters, Shanghai Jiao 
Tong University, Hangzhou Normal University, and the University of International 
Business and Economics (Beijing), participants in the tour had the opportunity to 
learn from experts in Chinese commerce and meet directly with Chinese entrepre-
neurs and investors in Shanghai, Hangzhou and Beijing. They also visited China’s 
leading tech companies, venture capital firms and incubators, as well as e-com-
merce giant Alibaba Headquarters and China’s Silicon Valley, Zhongguancun.

While in Shanghai, members of the group participated in the Think Youth Digital 
Creation, Innovation and Entrepreneurship Contest, hosted by the Shanghai Mu-
nicipal Education Commission and organised by the USC-SJTU Institute of Cultural 
and Creative Industry (ICCI). Three of the nine start-up founders nominated by 
the Confucius Institute at UNSW successfully entered the semi-finals, with Nabeil 
Allam taking out 4th place with his start-up The Pelvic Expert.
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2017 Sydney Chinese Language Spectacular

Returning for its fourth year, the 2017 Chinese Language Spectacular 
took place on Monday October 23 at Sydney Town Hall. Jointly organised 
by the Confucius Institute at UNSW Sydney and the Chinese Language 
Teachers Association of NSW, the evening featured the talents of around 
800 Chinese language students from 36 local schools and universities.

Celebrating the cultural bridges and educational ties connecting the two 
countries, the 2017 Chinese Language Spectacular marked the 45th 
anniversary of Australian-Chinese diplomatic relations. 

The evening’s program included well-known Chinese and Australian songs, 
dance, Chinese rap, poetry, sketches and ensembles. Choirs sang tradition-
al bush ballads such as “Click Go the Shears” and “Waltzing Matilda”, and 
Chinese pop classics including “Friends” and “The Same Song”.

Education Counsellor of the Chinese Consulate General in Sydney, Mr NIU 
Wenqi, and Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor at UNSW Sydney, Professor 
Les Field, spoke at the event. Other distinguished guests included repre-
sentatives from the NSW Department of Education, the Chinese Consul-
ate-General and School Principals. Students performed to an audience of 
more than 2000 spectators.





Confucius Classroom Inauguration at Rosebank College

On October 11, the Confucius Institute at UNSW held an official ceremony to 
unveil the Confucius Classroom at Rosebank College.

Many distinguished guests attended the inauguration, including Mayor of 
the City of Canada Bay, Angelo Tsirekas; Pro Vice-Chancellor International 
at UNSW, Laurie Pearcey; Education Counsellor of the Chinese Consulate in 
Sydney, NIU Wenqi; Education Counsellor of the Chinese Consulate in Sydney, 
LIU Jianbo; and A/Prof Junfang Xi, Chinese Director of the Confucius Institute at 
UNSW.

Celebrations began with a captivating lion dance and students sharing their 
recent travel experiences in China. Laurie Pearcey, Pro Vice-Chancellor Inter-
national at UNSW, also imparted his own experiences of learning Mandarin, 
encouraged students in their learning journey, and spoke about the important 
role Chinese language proficiency has played in his own career.

Principal of Rosebank College, Tom Galea, delivered an address and remarked 
on the rich potential of building friendships, sharing wisdom and understanding 
others and oneself which comes with learning about another culture.

Chinese has been taught at Rosebank College since 2014, and in 2015 the 
Confucius Institute at UNSW signed an agreement to establish a Confucius 
Classroom at the school. Currently there are 360 students at Rosebank College 
studying Chinese.
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Chinese Corner

This popular event for UNSW students aims to make the experience of learning Chinese as fun and enrich-
ing as possible. Each week, a different aspect of Chinese culture is covered, with topics such as traditional 
festivals, food, music and art. Our team of talented Confucius Institute Student Ambassadors, made up of 
both Chinese international and local students, plan and run a fun-filled semester of cultural lessons, games 
and activities.

Chinese language students and culture enthusiasts get the opportunity to practise their Mandarin with 
native speakers in a friendly and welcoming environment, while also gaining a deeper understanding of 
Chinese culture from people their own age.

Kingsford Lunar New Year Celebrations

In collaboration with Bayside Council and the Office of Matt Thistlethwaite MP, the Confucius Institute at 
UNSW held Chinese New Year celebrations on February 4 at Dacey Gardens. For the third year running, this 
vibrant community event attracted around 3000 locals who came to watch performances, enjoy the family 
fun and celebrate the Year of the Rooster. 

The Confucius Institute had several stalls for people to try on traditional costumes, learn about traditional 
folk instruments, and write Chinese calligraphy. There were also activities for kids, including lantern making 
and paper cutting, with over 1000 lucky red envelopes gifted throughout the day. 
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Erhu Music Appreciation

On March 30, Erhu performer and teacher from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Xing Liyuan, was in-
vited by the Confucius Institute at UNSW to hold an intimate Erhu music appreciation for staff and students 
at the UNSW Department of Music. Xing captivated the room with live performances interspersed between 
her explanations illuminating the Erhu’s rich history and distinctive playing styles.v

Following the music appreciation, a brief roundtable discussion was held with Department of Music staff 
and Xing Liyuan to discuss the establishment of a second Folk Music Discipline at UNSW in collaboration 
with the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. 

Traditional Chinese Music Seminar

On August 18, the Confucius Institute at UNSW held a music seminar on Chinese folk music, delivered by 
two professional musicians from the China Broadcasting National Orchestra, Hou Changqing and Cao Yang. 
The two musicians boast a lustrous career, having trained at prestigious conservatories and toured in all 
parts of the world. 

Hou Changqing elucidated the history and development of the Chinese bamboo flute (zhudi), while Cao 
Yang demonstrated pipa playing techniques and discussed various regional styles. Their duet performances 
delighted the audience of music enthusiasts, lecturers and students from the UNSW Department of Music.
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Bayside Council’s 2017 Spring Fair

On September 16, the Confucius Institute at UNSW had a stall at the 2017 Spring Fair at L’Estrange Park, 
an annual event organised by Bayside Council celebrating diversity in the local community. At this multi-
cultural event, Confucius Institute staff and ambassadors showcased the different charms of Chinese culture 
to local residents. Both adults and children enjoyed the lyrical melodies of the Chinese zither, learnt the art 
of Chinese calligraphy, and tried on traditional costumes. The appearance of the Confucius Institute mascot, 
Pan Pan the Panda, also excited many children at the fair who rushed to take photos.

Chinese Culture Night at Colombo House

On October 4, the Confucius Institute at UNSW and the UNSW Residential Community jointly hosted a Chi-
nese Culture Night, attracting over 70 participants who enjoyed the delights of Chinese food and traditions. 
It was held on the eve of Mid-Autumn Festival in the Colombo Residential Building (Colombo House), one of 
the largest and most diverse student dormitories on campus. Activities included calligraphy, lantern making, 
mooncake making and mooncake tasting. Students also had the chance to learn about Chinese culture from 
Confucius Institute Ambassadors, who explained the history and traditions behind the Mid-Autumn Festival. 
At the end of the event, students and Colombo residents enjoyed eating dumplings together.
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Scholarship Program

We encourage our students to apply for the Confucius Institute Scholarships to study in China that are 
offered by Hanban Headquarters. Since our inception in 2009, we have had a total of 15 students study in 
China through our scholarships. Those awarded scholarships are exempt from tuition and accommodation 
fees, while also being provided with a monthly allowance of CNY2500 per month and comprehensive 
medical insurance.

Free Chinese Tutoring

Every semester we offer students studying Chinese at UNSW Sydney the opportunity to attend our Free 
Chinese Tutoring sessions. This one-on-one tutoring service gives students the chance to work through any 
issues they are having with learning Chinese and work with a native speaker to advance their language skills 
and aptitude. 

Chinese for Business

The Chinese for Business initiative is our industry outreach program, designed to encourage  
business people to learn more about Chinese language and culture. During our cooperation with the  
Australia China Business Council, we discovered there were many business people interested in dealing with 
China, but perhaps lacked solid understanding of Chinese. Hence, we have been running the Chinese for 
Business course which has been welcomed by the Sydney business community.

2017 Chinese Bridge Competition

The Confucius Institute at UNSW has a tradition of producing top Chinese language talent, evidenced by  
our strong presence in the Chinese Bridge Competition in previous years. After thorough screening and 
more than a month of intense training, we selected three contestants in May to participate in the 2017  
Chinese Bridge Competition. They performed well, showcasing their Chinese language skills and artistic 
talents, such as playing the erhu instrument.
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Chinese Teaching Seminar at UNSW

On March 3, the Confucius Institute at UNSW held a Teaching Seminar for Chinese language educators to 
interact and share their insight and expertise in teaching and learning. Attending the forum were UNSW 
professors, Chinese school principals, teachers from UNSW’s Institute of Languages, Chinese community 
schools, and NSW primary and secondary schools, as well as volunteer teachers from the Confucius Institute 
at UNSW. 

Topics covered in the talks ranged from classroom management and teaching strategies, to changing learn-
ing environments and organisation structure. Those who attended the seminar said they enjoyed having the 
opportunity to share ideas and engage in fruitful discussion about Chinese teaching and learning.

Mentor Program at the Art Gallery of NSW

On April 26, the Art Gallery of NSW held an exhibition talk “One on one: a presentation on artworks from 
Beyond words: calligraphic traditions of Asia” with six students from the mentor program jointly established 
by the Confucius Institute at UNSW and the Art Gallery of NSW. The students met regularly over five weeks 
with the gallery’s Mandarin Language Community Ambassadors to gain an introduction to art and develop 
their skills in interpreting and discussing artworks. At the event, each student presented an artefact or 
artwork from the exhibition and shared their discoveries in both English and Chinese.
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Shanghai Study Tour

On June 27, 18 students from UNSW embarked on a two-week Study Tour in Shanghai. The students 
undertook intensive Chinese classes at Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU), conducted company visits to 
UnionPay and SAIC Volkswagen, learnt the traditional art of calligraphy, tea culture and tai chi, and visited 
Suzhou’s famous gardens. At the conclusion of the trip, participants had improved their language skills, 
gained a deeper understanding of Chinese culture, and formed strong friendships with like-minded students.
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O-Week at UNSW

On February 20-22, the Confucius Institute at UNSW ran a stall at O-Week, the university’s start-of-se-
mester orientation event. Over the three days, our teachers, interns and ambassadors talked to new students 
interested in the wide range of opportunities and events run by the Confucius Institute. The eye-catching 
stall attracted considerable traffic throughout O-Week and saw over 460 new students signing up, more 
than double the number of students last year.

UNSW President and Vice-Chancellor visits Confucius Institute Headquarters

On February 10, Professor Ian Jacobs, UNSW President and Vice-Chancellor, made an official visit in Beijing 
to Confucius Institute Headquarters. Professor Jacobs and his delegation were warmly received by Ms 
Jing Wei, Deputy Chief Executive of Confucius Institute Headquarters. Their visit included talks about the 
proposed establishment of an Innovation and Entrepreneurship Confucius Institute at UNSW Sydney and 
further discussion on the Torch Innovation Precinct at UNSW, an initiative that will bring together industry, 
SMEs, entrepreneurs, investors and policy makers from Australia, China and beyond.
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The Shanghai IT Entrepreneur Association visits Sydney

On April 10-11, the Confucius Institute at UNSW hosted a delegation of six entrepreneurs from the Shanghai 
IT Entrepreneur Association (SIEA). The delegation visited UNSW’s EPICentre (Expanded Perception & 
Interaction Centre) and Fishburners, Australia’s largest startup co-working space. They also engaged in talks 
with the UNSW Torch Innovation Precinct Team, UNSW Innovation and the School of Electrical Engineering 
and Telecommunications to discuss plans for future cooperation. Chairman of the SIEA, Jianbiao Dai, also 
spoke at the Education Office of the Chinese Consulate-General in Sydney, sharing his industry expertise 
and international experience with young enterpreneurs, students and teachers..

Shandong Publishing & Media visits UNSW

On May 2, General Manager of Shandong Publishing & Media Co Ltd, HU Peng; Director of Shandong 
Office, YANG Haibo; President of Shandong Science & Technology Press, ZHAO Meng; Editor-in-Chief of 
Shandong Friendship Publishing House, ZHANG Jihong; and Editor, YUAN Fang,  joined as special guests at 
Chinese Corner, the Confucius Institute’s weekly student meetup. Each student attending went home with 
a Chinese book in hand. Several books on Chinese culture were also donated by Shandong Publishing & 
Media to the Confucius Institute’s library collection, giving students the opportunity to enrich their language 
learning and understanding of Chinese culture.
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Innovation and Entrepreneurship students deliver DemoDay pitches

On May 22-23, UNSW undergraduate and postgraduate students enrolled in Innovation and Entre-
preneurship: Principles and Practice (MGMT2010) and Entrepreneurship & New Venture Management 
(MGMT5611) , pitched their business ideas to a live panel of judges. Run by Senior Lecturer in Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship, Dr Martin Bliemel, more than 130 students participated in the two DemoDays. A 
total of 16 teams delivered pitches, half of which identified China as their target market. The Confucius In-
stitute at UNSW is proud to have been an event sponsor, and hopes to continue supporting innovation and 
entrepreneurship on campus.

SJTU’s Renji Hospital visits UNSW 

On June 21, a delegation of doctors from Renji Hospital, the teaching hospital at Shanghai Jiao Tong Univer-
sity (SJTU), visited UNSW. The delegation met with Co-Founders of The Pelvic Expert, an online platform 
providing evidence-based women’s healthcare programs for pelvic pain, pregnancy and postpartum prob-
lems. Co-Founder, Nabeil Allam, was one of the nine entrepreneurs selected to participate in the Confucius 
Institute’s Young Leaders to China program.
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Chinese Ambassador to Australia visits Confucius Classroom

On July 25, the Chinese Ambassador to Australia, Cheng Jingye, paid a visit to the Confucius Institute at 
UNSW’s flagship Confucius Classroom at Ravenswood School for Girls. The ambassador was accompanied 
by his wife, Minister-Counsellor Xu Xiao from the Education Office of the Chinese Embassy in Canberra, 
and Consul Liu Jianbo from the Education Office of the Chinese Consulate-General in Sydney. Seeing the 
Confucius Classroom in action, Ambassador Cheng joined students in a lesson on Chinese folk music and 
presented the class with Chinese learning materials to assist them in their studies.

Young Professionals Night

On August 24, the Confucius Institute at UNSW and ACYA (Australia China Youth Association) jointly held 
a networking event for young professionals. The evening featured a panel of three industry professionals, 
CAMP Australia CEO, Andrea Myles; Haymarket HQ General Manager, Duco Van Breemen; and UNSW 
Startup China Division of Enterprise Program Manager, Melissa Ran. Each panellist shared their stories of 
their career paths, as well as valuable insights into the field of innovation and entrepreneurship. The  event 
also gave attendees the opportunity to network, as well as interact with students from different universities, 
namely UNSW, University of Sydney, UTS and Macquarie University.
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SJTU President meets with Board of the Confucius Institute at UNSW

On September 1, the Board of the Confucius Institute at UNSW met with President of Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University (SJTU), Professor Lin Zhongqin. The meeting was attended by the Institute’s distinguished Board 
Members including Laurie Pearcey, Pro Vice-Chancellor International and Director of the Confucius Institute 
at UNSW; Dr Jim Harrowell AM, Partner at Hunt & Hunt Lawyers; and Associate Professor Emma Xi, Chi-
nese Director of the Confucius Institute at UNSW. Professor Lin highly commended the Institute’s efforts in 
promoting Chinese culture and education, and acknowledged the ongoing support of UNSW. He expressed 
his hope for strengthened links between the universities through further collaboration and exchanges.

Forum on Marketing to Chinese Customers

On November 21, the Confucius Institute at UNSW and UNSW’s Startup China Program jointly held a forum 
at the Michael Crouch Innovation Centre (MCIC) entitled “Marketing to Chinese Customers: Business 
Culture & Case Studies”. A/Prof Emma Junfang Xi, Chinese Director of the Confucius Institute at UNSW 
delivered a keynote address, followed by a panel discussion. with Zheng Xueting, co-founder of China 
Digital International; Rain Yuan, founder of WHY Dream Studio; and Andrew White, chairman of AustCham 
West China. The panellists each shared their knowledge and experiences related to the growth of new social 
media platforms, establishment of contacts, and business and cultural exchanges in China.
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TEAM
Laurie Pearcey
Pro Vice-Chancellor, International and Director, Confucius Institute at UNSW Sydney

A/Prof Junfang (Emma) Xi
Chinese Director, Confucius Institute at UNSW Sydney

Dr Yingli Sun
Advisor of Chinese Language and Culture

Yizhang Liu 
Adjunct Lecturer, Senior Education Program Officer

Lyumeng (Tracy ) Liu
Adjunct Lecturer, Senior Cultural Events Officer

Han (Vera) Wang
Adjunct Associate Lecturer, Senior Student Affairs & Marketing Officer

Jenny Sun
Communications & Project Coordinator
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